40                         SHORT STORIES
in coming here now I have made a mistake as in
the afternoon in interfering ". Then he, put his
hand into his pocket and took out a currency note
and holding it out to her said: " If I had not come
in the way you would no doubt have found some
custom. I interfered and caused you loss ".
"No, sir", said the woman: "I am in no
need of money. I should be gratified if you
accepted our services. But apart from that, this
prosperity which you see around you is yours
also5'.
Saying this the woman walked into a room
and came out with a photograph. Sreenivasaiya
felt a sudden spasm of fear.
The woman approached him and showed him
the photograph. It was one of Sreenivasaiya's
father.
The woman said: " This gentleman honoured
my mother. If you pleased you could honour
me". With this she knelt down toSreenivasaiya's
feet.
Sreenivasaiya was taken aback and stepped
away a little.
The woman looked hurt and got up and said:
" I am a fallen woman and you ought not even to
touch me ".